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Evolving Faith. That is a fascinating concept that I encountered a couple of years ago. The first 

Evolving Faith Conference was held at Montreat Conference Center in 2018, and was conceived of by 

Rachel Held Evans and Sarah Bessey. Both women have authored books reflecting their own faith 

journeys. I recently listened to a sermon Rachel shared where she talks about the concept of evolving 

faith. She admits that for some people it conjures ideas of a faith that is more advanced, more matured. 

She argues that it’s more about a faith that is able to adapt. Life changes. The faith that served us well 

as children needs to adapt for our lives as young adults. As we find ourselves in the wilderness of life 

how does that impact our faith? Do we continue to learn and adapt? Do we understand God differently 

after going through a difficult loss? Rachel would argue that a healthy faith will naturally evolve, adapt 

to changing circumstances. Her own life story is told in her first book, which was originally titled, 

Evolving in Monkey Town. The title was later changed to Faith Unraveled: How a Girl who knew all 

the answers learned to ask question. You’ll need to read the book to understand the original title. 

 

So the question for today is, how is this present time challenging your faith? What are you learning 

about yourself and your sense of community during this time that we are limited to “virtual worship,” 

sharing “virtual communion?” What new thoughts are you entertaining about the nature of God, the 

presence of Christ, the activity of the Spirit? What are you watching, or reading, that is reinforcing 

faith, or stretching your faith? 

 

Another aspect of today’s situation is the renewed awareness of impacts of historic and systemic racism 

in our society. It may be easy for us to quickly shift from the news of protests back into the comfort of 

our own views and ideas. For me, I have taken to heart the notion that there is more that I can learn. It 

has been said that the prophets of God will speak from the margins of society. To hear what God is 

seeking to say to us, today, we need to be listening to those on the margins. I am reading and listening 

to voices of women, indigenous people, and people of African descent. It is disturbing to understand 

how the Christian Church, in general, and the Presbyterian Church in particular, has been complicit in 

the efforts to marginalize whole groups of people. What is also amazing is that even when real change 

is not expected in one’s own life-time, the work toward that change continues on. Hope continues even 

when there seems to be no reason to hope. And in that hope there are also expressions of joy. It’s like 

finding a well in the wilderness that is feeding a small oasis. 

 

What I am learning is humility and patience. Humility reminds me that I do not have the answers. 

There are others, with experiences in life different from my own, from whom I can learn. Patience 

reminds me that lasting change does not happen over-night. And, although we are prone toward 

preferring instant gratification, God has a much longer view of history. Even when we don’t see the 

move toward greater justice for those in the margins, or we are anxious about the apparent decline of 

the church, we continue to work for that justice, we continue to explore what it means to be the 

community of faith in the world today. 

 

When we pay attention, it is both marvelous and terrifying, this life that to which God has called us, 

this faith that is always evolving. 

 

Grace and peace,  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Below is a letter from Rev. John Harland.  Rev. Harland had been serving OPPC in the pulpit on a 
once per month basis since September of 2019.  We greatly appreciate his sharing the Word of 
Christ with us while Rev. Diller has been deployed.  If you would like to reach out to Rev. Harland 
and express your thanks and appreciation for his love and warm and caring messages to our 
flock, which have been a true blessing for us during this time when it was so needed, his e-mail is 
jrharland4u@gmail.com.  
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Pam is Retiring!!!!! 

 

It is with tremendous and heartfelt thanks 
and appreciation that we recognize the 
retirement of our beloved Pam, who will be 
retiring from OPPC at the end of July. 

Pam began her ministry with OPPC almost 
twenty-one years ago.  Our former pastor 
Rev. Dwight Bayley, and Elder Tom 
Degryse, offered her the position as 
Administrative Assistant in September of 
1999, and she has been supporting the 
congregation and the staff ever since.   

Pam is a native Floridian, born and raised 
in Lake Butler, and was graduated from 

Union County High School.  Before joining OPPC, Pam had been the 
Administrative Assistant for Fleming Island United Methodist 
Church for 3 years.  She has one daughter, Jennifer, and twin 
grandchildren, Chance and Peyton, who are eleven years old.  Her 
favorite pastime is spending time with her daughter and 
grandchildren and other family members in the surrounding 
areas.  In her spare time, she also enjoys gardening, taking short 
trips to visit long-time friends, and volunteering in the office of 
Community Critter Care, which is a local TNR (trap, neuter, and 
release of feral cats) non-profit agency.   

Unfortunately, at this time, due to our current health related 
restrictions and need for social distancing, we are not able to have 
a celebratory get-together to say “good-bye”.  However, the good 
news is that Pam will be remaining on staff in a part-time capacity, 
so she will continue to provide assistance to the church, the staff and 
the congregation.  Please join me in thanking Pam for her many 
years of dedicated service to the ministry of OPPC, and in wishing 
her a happy and joyous time in her retirement. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

You Give Them Something to Eat 

Focus Scripture—Matthew 14:13-21 

Feasting on the Word, August 2, 2020 
Adapted by Deborah Pendry 

 

690 million people go to bed hungry every night. 1 in 10 people worldwide suffer from 

chronic hunger. Every 3 seconds a child dies from hunger/hunger related disease. Almost 30,000 

children die each day because of hunger.  

 These statistics are overwhelming and make us feel hopeless about our ability to help. 

When my son, Shawn was 15, he was a Study Tour winner with World Vision. He traveled to 

Mali, West Africa with a group of guides from World Vision. They visited many communities 

across Mali where World Vision is working. It was such a difficult trip that World Vision no longer 

takes it’s study tour winners to this area. After two weeks in Mali, Shawn came home a changed 

young man. Reading statistics is very different from seeing the suffering that is caused by chronic 

hunger. He was energized to create change wherever God placed him. He is forty now and still 

energized! 

 

 When I hear the these facts about unmet needs in the world, I want to……….. 

 

As you read the focus scripture, Matthew 14:13-21, do so in a spirit of meditation. Read it 

again as if you were one of the disciples. Jesus had been teaching in Nazareth, his home town when 

they heard that John the Baptist had been beheaded. The feeding of the multitude takes place soon 

after. 

How did you (as a disciple) react to the news that John the Baptist had been beheaded? 

What were you feeling when the crowds followed Jesus, despite the fact that Jesus clearly 

needed to get away by himself? 

What did you think when Jesus told you to give the people something to eat? 

 

WHAT is important to know? —From “Exegetical Perspective” by Jae Won Lee  

The feeding of the five thousand also has theological meaning. In this context, Jesus proclaims the 

arrival of God’s ruling activity by performing acts that manifest God’s ruling activity (see 12:28). 

When Jesus looks up to heaven and blesses the five loaves and two fish, he is serving the weak on 

the basis of compassion and this manifests God’s ruling activity; his feeding of the hungry on the 

basis of need without hope of reciprocity manifests God’s ruling activity. 

 

WHERE is God in these words? —From “Theological Perspective” by Iwan Russell-Jones 

 Jesus blesses the loaves (v. 19). This is not some kind of magic ritual in which Jesus imparts to 

the bread a quality it did not previously have. The blessing of the loaves is an expression of praise 

and thanksgiving to God, the ruler of the universe, who “bring[s] forth food from the earth” (Ps. 

104:14). It is not so much the bread that is being blessed here, as God, the giver of bread. Jesus is 

acknowledging that God is the one who provides all that is necessary for human life. His blessing 

is an expression of trust in God. He has already taught his disciples to pray, “Give us this day our 

daily bread” (Matt. 6:11), and now he is offering that prayer on behalf of five thousand hungry 

people. 



 What is Jesus revealing about God in his actions? 

 What quality is Jesus demonstrating himself? 

 

Read verse 19 out loud. What does this call to mind? Communion is also called the Eucharist, a 

Greek word meaning thanksgiving. 

 

SO WHAT does this mean for our lives? —From “Pastoral Perspective” by Clifton Kirkpatrick  

The story of the feeding of the five thousand is very familiar to most Christians, but its message is 

always new: (1) that God loves and cares for every person on earth and that the promise of “life in 

fullness” extends to every creature and to the creation itself; (2) that God calls us to be disciples—

to be the means through which God’s work is done in our world today; (3) that God promises us 

in the Holy Spirit that the power of the love of God can break through even in the most unlikely 

places when we join together as faithful disciples seeking God’s good intentions for our world. 

 

Jesus himself does not feed the crowd; rather he told his disciples to give them something to eat. 

Reflect on times when we have heard Jesus say, “Give them something to eat,” but, because of our 

sense of powerlessness,  we have turned away. 

 What if a disciple had responded to Jesus by doing what Jesus eventually did? 

 How is it a mistaken notion that your baskets are empty, with nothing to offer? 

 

Where are the crowds waiting to be fed today and how is the Church responding? 

 

Our church and PCUSA have many opportunities to help those in need. This newsletter and the 

Missions team can point you where help is needed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST 

PASTOR/ 

WORSHIP LEADER 

WORSHIP  

ASSISTANT 

2 Rev. Chris Lieberman Debbie Mueller 

9 Rev. Jess McCrosky Rick Kirby 

16 Debbie Mueller/Rick Kirby Dick Mueller 

23 Rev. Jess McCrosky Fran Higson 

30 Rev. Jess McCrosky Dean Wilson 

 

REV. CHRIS LIEBERMAN BIO 

This weekend’s worship service will be led by Rev. Chris Lieberman. Below is a little bit about 

Chris. 

Rev. Lieberman moved to Florida in 2017 and began serving as interim pastor with Fort King 

Presbyterian Church in Ocala.  For the past two years he has been serving on the Presbytery of St. 

Augustine Staff as our “Relationship Coordination Director.”  In general, this involves helping 

strengthen the family ties within the 58 congregations that express our faith as the body of Christ 

in this region of North-Central Florida.  Most of his ministry has been in local churches (in 

Portland, OR; Albuquerque, NM; and Louisville, KY).  Prior to that he was an elementary school 

teacher.  His wife, Joyce, is also a member of the Presbytery of St. Augustine, and currently serves 

as the executive and stated clerk of the Synod of the South Atlantic.  Chris and Joyce have two 

grown children with families of their own, living in Georgia and New Mexico. 

WORSHIP LEADER & ASSISTANT 

SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for something to do and a way to feel more connected with OPPC?  Volunteers 
are needed to help with short-term tasks, such as making calls or doing some light 
research.  Call Marjorie Phillips at 904-910-3393, if you want to volunteer or learn more.   

 

As followers of Jesus Christ, we are called to work for justice and peace for all God’s people.  We 

are troubled by the racial inequities exposed in the COVID-19 pandemic and murders of Ahmaud 

Arbery in Georgia, George Floyd in Minnesota and many others.  The Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.), in the 222nd General Assembly, has affirmed the following: 

 

While recognizing that racism victimizes many different racial ethnic groups, we 

acknowledge its unique impact on the African American community.  Given the 

particular forms that anti-black racism has taken in the United States of America 

both historically (including slavery and Jim Crow) and today (including mass 

incarceration, disproportionate policing, economic inequality, and continuing acts 

of racially oriented violence and hate), we state clearly:  GOD LOVES 

BLACKNESS.  Too many have denied this basic truth for too long.  Our choice to 

align ourselves with love and not hate requires both a rejection of racism and a 

positive proclamation that God delights in black lives. … We call for our 

denomination and society to commit to engaging in the work and practice of 

eliminating racism. 

 

But how is God calling us at OPPC to fight this injustice?  One starting place is to seek to better 

understand how our brothers and sisters of color have been impacted by racism:  implicit as well 

as explicit.  We must understand our own unconscious biases in making judgments about people 

from different racial and ethnic groups.  So where do we at OPPC start? On the next page is a 

listing of recommended books for looking more honestly at our society, our church and 

ourselves.  These links will take you to information about each.  All except the first (“How to be 

an Antiracist”) are available through the PC(USA), through the link.   

 

The Missions Team encourages you to seek to better understand racial inequity and then join us in 

future discussions about how OPPC is being called to help eliminate racism.  Please call or send 

an email to Marjorie Phillips (marjorie.phillips@comcast.net) if you are willing to share your 

thoughts after reading any of these publications.  We would like to offer OPPC members 

recommendations and short reviews in a future newsletter.  
 

mailto:marjorie.phillips@comcast.net


“How to be an Antiracist”   by Ibram X. Kendi (August 2019) 

 

“For Beautiful Black Boys Who Believe in a Better World” by Michael W. Waters (coming 

September 2020) - Preorder. | Free discussion and activity guide. 

 

“Ten Essential Strategies for Becoming a Multiracial Congregation” by Jacqueline J. Lewis and 

John Janka (March 2018) 

 

“Brian the Brave” by Paul Stewart and Jane Porter (August 2019) – children’s book 

 

“No Innocent Bystanders: Becoming an Ally in the Struggle for Justice” by Shannon Craigo-Snell 

and Christopher Doucot (October 2017) 

 

“Preaching About Racism: A Guide for Faith Leaders” by Carolyn B. Helsel (December 2018) 

 

“Anxious to Talk About It: Helping White Christians Talk Faithfully about Racism” by Carolyn 

B. Helsel (February 2018) 

 

“Race in a Post-Obama America: The Church Responds” by David Maxwell and Otis Moss 

III  (May 2016) 

 

“Waking Up White, and Finding Myself in the Story of Race” by Debby Irving (January 2014) 

“Me and White Supremacy: Combat Racism, Change the World, and Become a Good 

Ancestor” by Layla F. Saad (January 2020) 

 

“Good White Racist? Confronting Your Role in Racial Injustice” by Kerry Connelly (March 2020) 

 

 

OPPC members might be separated physically but we are UNITED in our 

efforts to serve our community.  Thanks for your generosity in meeting the 

needs of others!  The next drive-through donation drive will be Tuesday, 

August 4 from 10-11 a.m.  We again will be collecting food for the Clothes 

Closet and Food Pantry. And this month we will be collecting much needed 

supplies for Montclair Elementary School.   

 

• Individual packets of tissues  

• Water bottles (no water fountains will be operating so these are very important!) 

• Whiteboard sleeves (also known as dry erase pockets).  Control and click mouse on this 

link to open:  https://www.target.com/p/10pk-dry-erase-pockets-bullseye-39-s-

playground-8482/-/A-54411185 

• Medium size (“bullet” tip) dry erase markers in various colors (not fine-point, not thick) 
 

Montclair Elementary School 
Did you know OPPC has many connections to Montclair?  Currently Amanda 

Borum (LeeAnn Krick’s daughter, and June King’s granddaughter) and 

Margaret Mercer (daughter of Doug and Sheri Mercer) are on staff.  And 

many of our OPPC sons and daughters have attended Montclair in the 

past.  They are a Title One school, with a significant percentage of 

economically disadvantaged students.   

https://www.ibramxkendi.com/how-to-be-an-antiracist-1
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/1947888080/for-beautiful-black-boys-who-believe-in-a-better-world.aspx
https://mcusercontent.com/60164bdda6e4064d943bed8b2/files/72342811-3afc-4238-a22b-bf406538b0bb/WATERS_FBBB_Discussion_and_Activity_Guide_Final.pdf
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/0664263380/ten-essential-strategies-for-becoming-a-multiracial-congregation.aspx
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/1947888188/brian-the-brave.aspx
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/0664262627/no-innocent-bystanders.aspx
https://chalicepress.com/products/preaching-about-racism
https://www.amazon.com/Anxious-Talk-About-Christians-Faithfully/dp/0827200722/
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/0664262171/race-in-a-postobama-america.aspx
https://www.amazon.com/Waking-White-Finding-Myself-Story/dp/0991331303/
https://www.amazon.com/Me-White-Supremacy-Challenge-Ancestor/dp/1728209803/
https://www.amazon.com/Me-White-Supremacy-Challenge-Ancestor/dp/1728209803/
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/066426574X/good-white-racist.aspx
https://www.target.com/p/10pk-dry-erase-pockets-bullseye-39-s-playground-8482/-/A-54411185
https://www.target.com/p/10pk-dry-erase-pockets-bullseye-39-s-playground-8482/-/A-54411185
https://www.oneclay.net/mce


 



WORSHIP SERVICES: It is hoped that during this period of social distancing, when our church 
is not yet able to return to in-person worship, that you are participating in Sunday worship 
through one of the following electronic means described below   
 
Please know that your Session is actively assessing, reviewing and discussing how and when to 
reopen the sanctuary for worship services, and when to reopen the other parts of our church 
campus for other activities.  This information will be provided to you just as soon as definitive 
plans are decided.  
 
We realize that when we do begin in-person worship services, not everyone may initially feel 
comfortable attending service in-person, and some may wish to continue participating in the 
service in an on-line manner.  Also, there is the realization that the electronic transmitting (via 
the church’s website, YOUTUBE, Facebook, etc.) of our worship services has been something 
that we will want to continue, even after the normality of in-person worship is available. 
Therefore, we have undertaken two major endeavors.   
 

1. Comcast is implementing a strong cable connectivity into the sanctuary. 

2. We are acquiring new and significant computer related equipment for the 
sanctuary. 

 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
OPPC’S WEBSITE:  Type into your browser www.orangeparkpres.org or copy and paste this 
link into your search bar:  http://orangeparkpres.org/. 
 
WEEKLY BULLETIN:  Type into your browser www.orangeparkpres.org or copy and paste this 
link into your search bar in your search engine, i.e. Firefox, Internet Explorer, Google:  
http://orangeparkpres.org/  Under the "Welcome and Worship" section (some of you may have 
to go to the “Menu”) you will see "this Sunday's Bulletin".  Click on "This Sunday's Bulletin" then 
click on the picture of OPPC.   
 
ONLINE SERVICE:  Type into your browser www.orangeparkpres.org or copy and paste this link 
into your search bar in your search engine, i.e. Firefox, Internet Explorer, Google:  
http://orangeparkpres.org/  Under the "Welcome and Worship" section (some of you may have 
to go to the “Menu”) you will see "Online Service” click on "Online Service" and in the box you 
will see the date - then click on the "green link" below the date. The worship service is posted 
early on Sunday mornings. 
 
ONLINE SERVICE ON YOUTUBE:  Go to you search bar and copy this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/  or type in youtube.com in your search engine, i.e. Firefox, Internet 
Explorer, Google:  Once in YouTube, search for Orange Park Presbyterian Church and all of the 
worship services will appear. 
 
ONLINE SERVICE ON FACEBOOK:  Sign into your Facebook account and go to Orange Park 
Presbyterian Church.  The worship service is posted late Saturday or early Sunday am.   
 

http://www.orangeparkpres.org/
http://orangeparkpres.org/
http://www.orangeparkpres.org/
http://orangeparkpres.org/
http://www.orangeparkpres.org/
http://orangeparkpres.org/
https://www.youtube.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEAN AND LAURA WILSON:  Laura, being a 1stgrade 
teacher, has kept busy studying for and passing her K-12 
Reading Certification test.  Dean has been working from 
home, which enables him to walk every day and watch his 
diet more closely, resulting in a 15-pound weight loss. 
Dean and Laura have visited their families and also 
entertained their families at their home.  In addition, they 
have kept in contact with friends and their families using 
Facebook and Zoom. 
 
 

 
 
 
PAT CARLILE:  Pat breeds Golden Retrievers and they have been a 
huge source of comfort for her during the quarantine.  She’s also 
had several home projects to keep her busy. Pat is the newest 
member of the Administration and Facilities Committee and is very 
much looking forward to participating in its responsibilities. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
RICK AND CINDY KIRBY:   Rick and Cindy have enjoyed 
spending time with their new granddaughter, Kayla, who 
was born to son, Kevin, and his wife, Audrey, in April.  
During this time of staying at home, Cindy has learned to 
use Zoom to conduct business in her real estate agent 
profession.  Rick has learned to use Zoom to enable his 
Sunday School class to continue during the pandemic. 
 
 
 
 

 



SOME HUMOR 
 

During this time when you may occasionally be feeling some tension due to things that are 
happening, I thought that you might appreciate some humor.  The following are from the 
2020 daily “Bad Dad Jokes Calendar” that I received this past December for my birthday and 
have on my desk.  I hope that it gives you a couple of chuckles.      
 
 
 
 

1. I ate a clock yesterday, and it took me quite a while; you might say that it was rather 

time consuming. 

2. Why don’t email servers ever get hungry? Because they eat a lot of SPAM. 

3. How does Moses make tea?  He brews it. 

4. The past, the present, and the future went into a bar…it was tense. 

5. What word is always spelled wrong in the dictionary?.....................................wrong 

6. Why was the math book sad?  Because it had so many problems. 

7. I stayed up all night to see where the sun went, and then it dawned on me. 

8. My friend is so ‘music illiterate’ that he thinks that Motown is a theme park dedicated 

to one of the three stooges. 

9. What has thousands of ears but can’t hear anything?.....................................a corn field 

10. What kind of tea is sometimes hard to swallow?.....................................reality 

11. Two cannibals are eating a clown; one cannibal turns to the other and asks: ‘Does this 

taste funny to you?’ 

12. What do you do if attacked by a group of clowns?.....................................go for the juggler 

13. Did you hear about the cheese factory in France that exploded? There was nothing 

left but De Brie. 

14. I have just been diagnosed as color blind; it really came out of the purple. 

15. I have a step ladder.  It’s a very nice step ladder.  But sometimes I get sad because I 

never knew my real ladder. 

16. Why shouldn’t you iron a 4-Leaf clover?  Because you should never press your luck. 

17. What do you call a dinosaur with extremely extensive vocabulary?.....................................a 

Thesaurus 

18. Charles Dickins walks into a bar and orders a martini.  The bartender asks; ‘olive or 

twist?’ 

19. I used to be addicted to the Hokey Pokey, but then I turned myself around. 

20. What do you call a row of rabbits hopping away from you?.....................................a 

receding hare line. 

21. A termite walks into a bar and asks.....................................’Is the bar tender here?’ 

22. I heard that there is a new store at the mall, and it is called “Moderation”.  They have 

everything there! 

23. What do you call a belt with a watch on it?  A waist of time. 

24. I’m reading a book about anti-gravity.....................................it is impossible to put down. 

25. Do you want to hear a joke about a stone?.....................................never mind, I’ll just skip 

that one. 
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